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On Jan. 21, the Nicaraguan government announced a new proposal in San Jose, Costa Rica,
to guarantee full political rights to contras who accept amnesty and return to Nicaragua. The
government said it was ready to set up an international commission to monitor Nicaraguan
compliance with the pledge, consisting of members of the Democrat and Republican parties from
the US, the United Nations, the Organization of American States and the Socialist International.
According to the proposal, the contras could form their own political party or join other parties
if they reintegrated themselves into national political life. The contras would then be allowed to
"participate fully in free and fair municipal and national elections," it said. Nicaraguan officials
said they were flexible on how long the commission would remain in existence. The offer, said the
statement, was made "to enhance the prospects for achieving a cease-fire with the contras and
incorporating them into the political life of the country, with irrevocable guarantees that they will
enjoy full political rights and civil liberties." At the weekend summit in San Jose, the Nicaraguan
government had asked that an international verification commission set up under the peace
accord be allowed to continue working past its mandated period. That commission was to monitor
compliance with the accord by all five Central American countries. The other four presidents voted
to dismantle the commission. As a consequence, the commission the Sandinistas are now offering to
set up would appear to be the only one that would monitor a country's compliance with the accord.
Prior to the announcement of the proposal, the six directors of the contra movement arrived in
San Jose to meet with Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo. The meeting was to arrange the terms for
direct talks with Nicaraguan government negotiators that President Ortega has requested for Jan.
28. Despite the Jan. 28 date, the Nicaraguan government sent a mid-level delegation to Costa Rica
on the evening of Jan. 19, saying they wanted to talk to the contras immediately. On Jan. 21, the
contras rejected the move as a "propaganda ploy." They said they would not be willing to meet with
a mid-level delegation, but only with President Daniel Ortega or another one of the top Nicaraguan
leaders. (Basic data from AP, 01/21/88; New York Times, 01/22/88)
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